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On the Role and Fate of Court Poets in the Shirvanshah's Palace

There were strict laws at the royal courts of medieval Eastern rulers. These laws

embrace all fields of life and define the activities of the courtiers.

The number of poets at large courts was impressive. Beginning from the 11 century, a
certain hierarchy was established and honorable titles were awarded. Even a position of “the
King of Poets” was introduced. A person occupying this position was to discuss the issues
related to poets, direct their creative works and, if necessary, gather the poets for a certain
common cause. Such person was a censor, an editor, a consultant. He was an intermediary
between the poet and the patron. A court poet was to know precisely what to say, where, and
how to say it. The scheme of tropes was subject to certain laws, the thematic circle and motives

were strictly defined.

Naturally, praising the patron was panegyrist’s major obligation in a complex list of
requirements. Second important function was care of the patron's mood, arrangement of his
leisure and entertainment, aestheticization of reality. Such poet also had to perform numerous

exhausting, stressful, and even humiliating functions.

The cultural life of Shirvan (Sharvan), Georgia's neighbour country located in
contemporary Azerbaijan, flourished in the 12 century. In conditions of Georgia's suzerainty,
diverse relationships were established. A significant Persian-language literary school was
formed at the royal court of Shirvanshahs. The odes and eulogies composed by the court poets
provide ample historical data regarding the lives and activities of Shirvanshahs. These literary

works also provide information about the roles and fates of the court poets.

The pulse of the palace is variable, with its joys and sorrows, cares and tranquility, fuss and

idleness, permanent intrigues, defamation, denunciation, and instigation.

The intonation of the court poet's voice also varies: at times, it is panegyric, praising, and
glorifying; at other times, it is full of condemnation, criticism, and mockery. The image of the
poet is also diverse: sometimes he is a king, at other times, he is a beggar; sometimes he is
dignified, at other times, he is unworthy. Sometimes he is grateful, at other times, - ungrateful.
At certain times, he attacks; at other times, he retreats. In some cases, he is denounced; at other
times, he tells on others.... As a result, his way leads from the palace to prison. Having been

rewarded, he is punished; after being promoted, he is demoted; he rises and falls again... Court



lyrics, prison elegies, dissatisfaction with life, and, finally, the isolated hermitage of a Sufi

Sheikh, a life full of meditation and philosophical contemplation.

Literary texts, Tezkeres, and anthologies draw an image of life at the court of Shirvanshahs.
Besides, the above-mentioned sources provide information regarding the function of poetry
and the roles and fates of court poets, masters of eloquent words: Abul’ala, Izzeddin, Falaki,

and great Khaqani Shirvani.
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